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Proclaiming School Social Work Week:
A Guide to Advocacy and Recognition

Highlighting the essential contributions of school social workers to student mental health and overall well-being can be effectively achieved by securing a proclamation from state legislatures, local governments, or school districts. This proclamation acknowledges the profession and designates March 1–7, 2026, as School Social Work Week.

If you are asked to provide draft language to elected officials or local leaders, you may use or adapt the sample proclamation text below. Additional resources and guidance are available on SSWAA’s School Social Work Week webpage.

Sample Proclamation Text for School Social Work Week
March 1-7, 2026

Proclamation Recognizing School Social Work Week

Expressing support for the designation of the week beginning March 1, 2026, as “School Social Work Week.”

Whereas, the importance of school social work programs and services is recognized in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.); and

Whereas, school social workers are uniquely trained to support students who face barriers to academic success, including disability, poverty, discrimination, abuse, neglect, mental illness, homelessness, bullying, family stressors, and other challenges to learning; and

Whereas, the need for school social workers has increased as more students experience mental and behavioral health challenges, with nearly one in six children ages 2–8 having a diagnosed mental, behavioral, or developmental disorder; and

Whereas, access to community-based mental health services is often limited, inaccessible, or insufficient for many children and families; and

Whereas, school-based mental health services are critical for early identification, prevention, and intervention related to students’ mental and behavioral health needs; and





Whereas, school social workers—licensed mental health professionals in schools—provide essential services including assessment, intervention, counseling, family engagement, and referrals to community resources; and

Whereas, school social workers possess specialized knowledge of school culture and climate, which is essential for effective school safety planning and student support; and

Whereas, fewer than one in five children in need of mental health services receive them, and research demonstrates that school-based mental health programs improve educational outcomes by reducing absenteeism, dropout rates, and disciplinary referrals while improving academic achievement; and

Whereas, school social workers serve as vital members of school teams, strengthening partnerships among students, families, schools, and communities to promote student success; and

Whereas, the observance of School Social Work Week during the week beginning March 1, 2026, highlights the essential role school social workers play in supporting students and strengthening schools throughout the State of [STATE];

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the [House of Representatives/Senate/Governor]—
1. Supports the designation of “School Social Work Week”;
2. Honors and recognizes the contributions of school social workers to the success and well-being of students across [STATE]; and
3. Encourages the people of [STATE] to observe School Social Work Week with appropriate activities and recognition efforts that raise awareness of the vital role school social workers play in schools and communities.
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